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Perspectives on Crackdowns
Police crackdowns are used to address specific crime situations. From this reading, we are reminded of the importance of applying different tactics depending on the situation. The unpredictable and diverse nature of crime indicates that the most effective tactics to use in crime and policing are diverse tactics. Police crackdowns should be enforced with knowledge of the situation and the strategies that are effective for that particular situation. Depending on the situation, crackdowns may involve issuing of citations, arresting of offenders, serving search warrants, issuing written or verbal warnings, conducting visible patrols or conducting traffic stops (Scott, 2003). The second important lesson to be gained from this reading is that crackdowns can be used to address specific problems. The police can develop responses and solutions to problems using specific strategies. Conducting highly visible patrols is an effective method of deterring burglary and robbery. Conducting patrols and traffic stops is an effective strategy against traffic offenses and gun-related crimes such as illegal gun ownership. Issuing written or verbal warnings and following up with custodial arrests is an effective method of addressing crimes related to drugs and prostitution.
Police crackdowns are an effective in reducing crime in specific areas that have experienced victimization trends of particular crimes such as robbery and homicide. Crackdowns are also effective at improving apprehension of wanted offenders as they focus on specific areas and narrow their efforts within a short period. However, we learn from the reading that most crackdowns have a short-term impact on reduction of crime (Scott, 2003). The impact of crackdowns diminishes after an extended period largely because these crackdowns do not address the social and physical factors that foster crime and disorder. This leads to the inquiry of crackdowns as an effective strategy in crime prevention. Research affirms that crackdowns are beneficial and highly effective as short-term solutions for crime, but research also finds that crackdowns do not contribute to long-term changes in crime victimization rates (Scott, 2003). Police crackdowns are associated with potential for abuse if the effort is sustained over an extended period. Crackdowns that are not well managed may easily lead to violation of rights of people in the community, a factor that becomes more likely the longer a crackdown is in effect. This is a primary reason why crackdowns are ineffective in the long run, as the police identify the risk of arousing suspicion and violent resistance from the community. The financial resources required to sustain a crackdown are massive, with the officers requiring extra wages and any apprehended offenders being processed at additional cost to the public. This makes it difficult to sustain a crackdown for long periods, further affirming how the impact of police crackdowns tends to be of a short-term nature.
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